Planned
development
doesn’t fit in

Editor: ;

Ilivein Verona Reserve,
asmall community of sin-
gle-storyresidences. We
moved here thinking it was
an excellent choice for our
twilight years.

We were shocked tolearn
that Sarasota County was
awarding $11.2 million to
One Stop Housing to erect
multiple four-story build-
ings with 135 units onland
owned by the mayor of Ven-
iceand his family, the Pacho-
tas (owners of Sharky’s and
Fins) which s currently
zoned single family.

Funds were condition-
allyawarded under Resil-
ient SRQ. It doesn’t matter if
theseare $1 million condos
or affordable apartments.
My objection is that they
don't fitour neighborhood.
Itis not consistent with the
Comprehensive Plan,

The three communities |
that surround this land are
all single-story. The pro-
posed buildings would loom
over our houses, severely
diminish their value and
seriously affect our quality
oflife. :
Iworryaboutflooding,
density, noise, light, and traf-
ficsince there is only access
through a small, dead-end
street that exits onto busy
Venice Avenue. Itis too
- dense and too tall for this
location.

Shouldn't newhousing
blend in with surrounding
neighborhoods? This proj-
ectdoes not. We can only
hope that the zoning change
does nothappen.

Ethel Green
Venice




